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"FLESHED-OUT" FAITHIA PRAYER TO REMEMBER

Have you ever beenin along line at Wal-Mart when only AN interesting prayer was given recently in Kansas at the opening session

oneregister is being operated by alady who ison the
phone to her supervisor trying to find the price of an
item? Suddenly she leaves her station and runsto a
department to find the price of that item. Lifeisnow on
hold for what seems like a century. What about all those
other registersthat could be in operation? Y ou slowly
look at the other people’s carts ahead of you and begin
to calculate how long its going to take beforeit’s your
turn. Why do you seem to catch all the red lights and
work zones? Why does time seem to stand still when
you order in arestaurant? Why does the person who
ordered after you get hisfood first? My viewson the
tribulation, atonement or resurrection have littleto do
with the current situation. One thing does
though—"The fruit of the Spirit in operation in me at the
time.” (Galatians 5:22-23) But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, (23) M eekness, temperance; against such thereis
no law.

The ability to accept delay, or disappointment, or
smile at set backs, or respond with a pleasant and
understanding spirit is not a characteristic of the flesh.
Theflesh’sresponse is the opposite of the
aforementioned. Fruit istheend result of much labor.
Ask any farmer. Fruitisthevision of afarmer inthe
beginning followed by much cultivation and nurturing.
Thefruit of the Spirit in operation isusually aresult of
many years of cultivating our lives with the plow of
God’' s Word, pulling up the weeds that smother the good
plants and just gut determination to accomplish the will
of God in our lives. The next timeyou'rein one of the
precarious situations that | mentioned above, remember
that the other person is not concerned about your views
on eschatology but rather the look on your facethat is
formed by the“FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT.”

Pastor George Ferrington

SREMEMBER THE

ABBATH DAY
BY KEEPINGIT HOLY.

of their senate in 2000. It seems prayer still upsets some people. When
Minister Joe Wright was asked to open the new session of the Kansas

Senate with aprayer, everyone was expecting that it would be standard
generalities, but thisiswhat they heard:

“Heavenly Father, we come before you today to ask your forgiveness
and to seek your direction and guidance. We know Y our Word says,
‘Woe to those who call evil good,” but that is exactly what we have done.
We have lost our spiritual equilibrium and reversed our values. We
confessthat: Wehaveridiculed the absolutetruth of Your Word and call
it pluralism. We have wor shipped other godsand called it
multiculturalism. Wehave endorsed perversion and called it alternative
lifestyle. We have exploited the poor and called it thelottery. We have
rewarded lazinessand called it welfare. Wehavekilled our unborn and
called it choice. We have shot abortionistsand called it justifiable. We
have neglected to discipline our children and called it building self-
esteem. Wehave abused power and called it politics. We have coveted our
neighbor’spossessionsand called it ambition. We have polluted the air
with profanity and pornography and called it freedom of expression. We
haveridiculed thetime-honored values of our forefathersand called it
enlightenment. Search us, O God, and know our heartstoday; cleanse us
from every sin and set usfree. Guide and bless these men and women who
have been sent to direct usto the center of your will, to open our hearts
and ask it in the name of Y our Son, the living Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.”

The response wasimmediate. A number of legislators walked out
during the prayer in protest. In 6 short weeks, Central Christian Church
where Rev. Wright is pastor, logged more than 5,000 phone calls with only
47 being negative. The church is now receiving international requests for
copies of the prayer from India, Africaand Korea.

Commentator Paul Harvey aired this prayer on “ The Rest of the Story”
on theradio and received alarger response to this program than any he
has ever aired. With the Lord’'s help, may this prayer sweep over our
nation called one nation under God. |If possible, passthis prayer ontoa
friend. If you don’t stand for something, you will fall for everything.

THE PLAN OF THE MASTER WEAVER

Our lives are but weavings that God and we prepare.

Each life becomes a fabric planned and fashioned in His care.

We may not always see just how the weavings intertwine,

but we must trust the Master’s hand and follow His design.

For He can view the pattern upon the upper side,

While we must look from underneath, and trust in Him to guide. . .
Sometimes a strand of sorrow is added to His plan,

And though it is difficult for us, we still must understand.

That it's He who fills the shuttle, it's He show knows what’s best,
So we must weave in patience and leave to Him the rest.

Not till the look is silent and the shuttles cease to fly

Exopus20:8 — Shall God unroll the canvas and explain the reason why.
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VICTORY THROUGH SURRENDER?

Surrender is not something that military men contemplate positively. When two armies on opposing sides have fought until one side
is so decimated, the leader is torn between seeing still more of histroops slaughtered or the ignominious defeat of surrender.

Thiskind of surrender however does not mean that the defeated troops are safe. Many armies over the centuries have surrendered
only to watch as every last man was murdered in cold blood.

Also, when afighting group surrenders, they must relinquish all guns, tanks, sidearms or weapons and supplies of all types. Even
if their lifeis spared, they are stripped of all but the clothing that they wear. Surrender isthen the act of totality that |eaves one with
only hisbreath of life.

The USA isfamous for accepting the surrender of awarring group and then putting them up in surroundings and in a manner that
was far better than the life from which they had surrendered. Almost like honored guests.

There are thousands, hopefully millions,of personswho have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ and have been thus saved. Being
saved isto believe. Most of these persons then should begin to attend church and begin to live the life that a child of God should
live. But so often thisisnot the case. Where aperson issaved, itishisspirit that issaved. That spirit has been intertwined with
God’sHoly Spirit and his spirit isdelivered from the death of hell. But isthat asfar as Jesus meant for us to go when He saved us?
Not at all. Now that He possesses our spirit that has been saved by God'’ s Spirit, Jesus now wants the rest of ustoo. So many people
believe that since Jesus alone has the power to change us from what we were to what we should be that they determine that none of
that istheir problem. No, we cannot save our own spirit, but then there is something called the soul. What then isour soul? Like
God and Jesus in whose image we were created, we too have a physical body, a spirit and a soul.

We know what the physical body is, but our spirit isadifferent story. Many do not know or are not aware of their own spirit. The
Bibletellsusthat man’sspiritisin the heart. Arewe speaking of the muscle which pumps the blood through our bodies? Or doesthe
biblical heart have ameaning which does not tell us about our own spirit? The heart then of the Bibleistheinner man. The part of us
that is so deep within us that we often function in sinful ways without thisinner man or heart ever giving us atwinge of conscience.

Y et that heart of inner man isthere. Ready to become the center of our life, if we will but permit it.

Thisthen isthe part of us that Jesus can speak to, can touch with His power, that the Holy Spirit can finally enmesh with to begin
the process of salvation. But through all of the exhorting, pleading, emotional appeals, we still have this part of usthat is called the
soul. This part of usisthe pleasure part. It isthe thoughts, it isthe mental processes. It isthelonging for acomfortable situation. It
isthe meanness that we will approach another in order to take something away from him that will add to our own net worth. Our
comfort level. Thissoul isby it’svery nature always at odds with our spirit, and God’ s Spirit. Jesus has saved our spirit man, but itis
up to us to abandon and defy the soul part of usthat wantsto doit’s own thing, to have it’s own way.

The Bibletells us clearly that whoever shall lose hislife (soul) for the sake of Christ shall gainit. It also says that whosoever
would gain hisown soul must loseit. Isthiscontradictory? No, it istalking about who has control of our life (soul) once we have
been saved. Areyou willing to live the way Jesuslived on this earth? Or do you want to live like abig kahuna and “have” all that
you want, even when othersarein need. Areyou willing to put first in life the will and love of Jesus Christ? If not, you are saving
your soul right here on earth and you will not rule with Jesus when He comesinto Hiskingdom. Or are you willing to do what Jesus
would have you to do, no matter what the cost? Then you my precious brother and sister will be one of those who will rule and reign
with Christ when He comes into His kingdom.

In our relationship with the living Christ then, we must choose to surrender. We must be willing to forego all of the “things” that
we have so proudly bought and are so vital in our everyday life. Nothing can become greater to us than putting Jesusfirst in our
lives. Everything elseissecond. We must learn then how to surrender. Not some of us or a part of us, but all that we are and all that
wewill ever want to be. That issurrender. Until we reach that place where we are willing to put all on the altar, and choose Jesus
instead, we have not totally surrendered.

Bro. Vic Clayton

Love Isthere someone for which you care? Care enough to expressthat love? It may be through a card, flowers, anight
out, atouch that shows you care, or other means. Usually showing you care takes a sacrifice, such as money spent,
You effort exerted, or putting down pride and revealing your emotions. When was the last time you told someone that
you love them? Especially your spouse and immediate family. My father was not one to say those three words—I
Love You. He showed hislovein other ways, but you know, it doesn’t cost much tosay “1 Love You.” Only alittle pride, alittle self-
centeredness, alittle selfishness. That’sall it costs. It cost our Lord and Savior Hislife to expressHisloveto us. Hiswasthe

ultimate sacrifice. Because He loved us, now we can love. Hiscommandment isthat we love one another, as He loved us, and aswe
should love Him and our Heavenly Father, we should love one another. Praisebeto God.  Bro. Mike Woods

I r:? The month of February contains Valentine’ s Day, a special time to show that you care. My question for you isthis.
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1 Corinthians 13: 12—Now we see but a poor

reflection asin amirror; then we shall seefaceto
MIRROR IMAGE=5 i e
even as| amfully known. James 1:23-24—Anyone

who listensto the Word but does not do what it saysis

like a man who looks at himself in a mirror; And,
after looking at himself goes away and immediately forgets what he lookslike. | suppose when we take alook at our lives, we may
not always like what we see. We cannot seem to be content with our livesthe way they are. All around usis change, so naturally we
ourselves want something different in our lives. Our very personalities are affected by things that take place around us. Sometimes
circumstances around us seem to sway and move usinto placeswe don’t need to be. By this| mean emotional distresses. There are
times things happen around us that are not directly related to us. Someone diesthat we don’t really know personally, yet because
they are ahuman being, we are affected. Our emotions tend to get the best of us especially if we know the person.

Pastor said something in a sermon once that best describeswhat I'm saying; “Rejoicein the Lord always, and again | say rejoice.”
We cannot rejoice in the face of calamity. But what Pastor was saying was to rejoice in the Lord, because He is still the same before
and after whatever came our way. The Father understands our hurts and pains. But also he expects us to understand that “ The
Father” never intended for our emotionsto sway us. At least not sway us away from Him, but towards Him.

Well, everything around usis not always perfect, but everything within usis alwaysin order. All things outside arein constant
chaos, and always will be. But inside each of us, in our spirits, is the perfect divine order God has set up. The Father has created in
each of usaplace of peace and rest. Within each of usisarefuge. We need only to be still and allow the Holy Spirit to lead usinto
that refuge. | believe that built into each of usisthe capacity to fulfill every need and desire of our heart. Everyone of us desires at
least one thing that is a common factor in our lives—that isto find happiness or contentment in thislife. Remember the mirror image.
Sometimes we don’'t like what we seein themirror. But | believe | have some good news. God’ sidea of the image we are to portray
has nothing to do with us personally. We cannot walk about in thislife as some kind of painted picture with no flaws. But what is
portrayed to people iswhat comes from within us.

Wedon't like what we seein our lives so we try to change things to make ourselves appear more acceptable. When all in all,
people are people, normally they can never fulfill their own expectations asindividuals. The Father’s plan for our livesisfor usto
portray the image of His Son Jesus! Anything else we try to achieve will only be our futile attempts at cleaning ourselvesup. | am
fully convinced that without God’s Word, aborn again believer can never find true happiness. | have spent most of my lifein search
of happiness. | tried to find something to fill the void in me. | wanted satisfaction in certain areas of my life. So, in my quest for
happiness | discovered something. When you seek the Father, | mean with all of your heart, to make the Lord the treasure you're
searching for, then thereis a contentment that startsto settle in on aperson. Soon all the thoughts of unhappiness seem to just roll
away. | don't mean all at once. | believeit to be aprocess. Happiness or contentment will come when you make the Lord your
refuge. Each time you get through something you become stronger. Y ou still have memories of what you went through; but what
the situation was about becomes a big nothing. Y ou are not stirred about it any longer. The mirror image | spoke of earlier has
nothing to do with our outward appearance, or the way we may feel about any given situation. Itisstrictly confined to the part of us
that knows God. Whether or not we realize this grace fact, we arein our spirits the very image of Christ portrayed to thisworld.
Sometimes, we are the only Jesus that some people will ever see!

We need not feel bad about ourselves; for God is not finished with usyet. With every passing day of our lives, the Father is
taking the brush and placing the finishing strokes on the picture of our lives. The very image we possess within us, the image of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Remember in James 1:23—The Word speaks of the man who looked in the mirror; then walked away and forgot
what he looked like. | thank God that when we ook in the mirror (the spiritual mirror that is), that we don’'t see ourselves. But what we
seeisour potential as one who has the capacity to love without limit and without reservation. James 1:25 goes on to say that if we
look intently into the perfect Word of God that gives freedom and continue in it, not forgetting who we arein Christ and not
forgetting what we have heard, but doing it, we will be blessed in all that we do. In other words, if we look intently into God’'s Word,
not forgetting the Word, but taking it to heart and putting it into practice, then the image that is set forth to thisworld is that of Christ
Jesusour Lord. It isimpossible to find true contentment without the Lord. That iswhy the Apostle Paul said, “| have learned to be
content whatever the circumstances. | can do al things through Christ who strengthens me.” Thenin Il Corinthians 12:9, “My grace
issufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” “Therefore | will boast in my weaknesses that the power of Christ
may rest upon me.” Now Paul knew athing or two about being content, because he drew his strength from the Lord, directly from the
Lord. Thatiswhy Paul said, “As| imitate Christ, you also imitate me.” Beginning to get the picture? In other words, what people
saw in Paul wasthe image of Jesus Christ. Not outwardly, for this tent we wear is perishing. But that which iswithin usisflourishing,
and yet to berevealed. But with Jesusliving inside us, how can something so lovely be contained. May You BeRichly Blessed,

Bro. Neal Emfinger, Jr.
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“And, once again. 'm reminded of Jesus's words,
‘Let the little children corme unto me.” ”

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
994 Willie Hill Road
tzilbert, La 71336

GOD IS LOVE!M




